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Camp at Athlone, July the th, 1691. 
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Ince my lait, we have lain ſtill, fitting and providing for a March, which 
will be to morrow ; but whether towards Galloway or Limerick, is not yet 
"Sp known. Thc Znemy were yeſterday at Ballinſlve, but are fince marched 

- further towards Limerick. *Tis confirmed by ſundry Deſerters, That moſt 
of the Army would cone in to us, but that the French are made a Rear-Guard to 
preven: it : we ſuall ſoon bring matters to an iſſue ; for the Fate of Galloway de- 
pends on chat of Limerick, and the Country ; and fince that they cannot ſtand 
again{t us in the Field, their buſinels: will be co defend thoſe . two Towns: bur 
our thundering Train has lo terrified them, that eafie Conditions will make them 
ſurrender, *ſpecially now we arc Malters of all the Paſles, and that they are in 
daily {ad of car Fleet... 


The Report you have of Taking this Town may probably be imperfet, and 
therefore take this : 


WW Hen our Army approached this place, the Enemy made ſome reſiſtance 

&re we got the Town, on this fide the Shannon, and coſt us near a hun- 
dred Men, but our Men being brave, ſoon routed them over the Bridge, and {e- 
curcd themiz?ives : after we had planted our Artillery in the Town, had reſolved 
to ſtorm by way of the Bridge. On Munday the 29th of Fune we attempted the 
ſame, by placing Faſcines upon the Bridge to ſecure our Men, in the mean time 
our Batteries were playing, which did ſuch terrible execution, togerher with the 
Bombs, chat by Tueſday there was not a Houle ſtanding in the "Town, and the 
Caſtle battered to the ground ; and this allo killed at leaſt fix hundred of cheir 
Men, but the Town being fo advantagiouſly placed, and rhe Garriſon {ypported 
by a numerous Army cloſe behind them, created extraordinary confidence in the 
French General, Sr. Ruth, who declared, That no General in Europe would be fo 
fooliſh to attempt ſtorming it on this ſide that Water: and of the {>me2 Opinion 
were all our Great Officers ; but our doubts were increaſed, when the faine day 
the Enemy were ſo bold, that about eight or nine deſperate Souldiers leapr over 
their own Works, and with ſulphurous Faſcines came to ours on the Bridge, and 
burnt them, notwithſtanding all our Fire of Great and Small Shot, which flew 
more thick than Hail ever did ; but of thoſe there eſcaped but two ; the Adtion 
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was brave and botd, and more than was expected ; which cauſed the Generals to 
«conſult other Methods ; and on this we all concluded, we muſt march to ſome 
other part of the Shannon le& ſtrang, concern was inevery Mand face, except the 
unthinking Common Souldiers, who ſhewed themſelves brave to admiration : the 
Boats we had hegun to lay for paſſage, the General-canſed to be taken away ; 
which gave ſuch Confidence to the Enemy, that they looked upon us with con- 
tempt. Upon this the General called the General Officers to conſult, and on 
Tue/day Morning it was reſolved to ſtorm the Town by the way of the Ford, juit 
by the lide of the Bridge 3 whach was looked upon as a deſperate attempt ; how. 


ever, it wasto be fo, and accordingly Eight hundred choice Grenadiers were - 


detacht,. and a Guinea to each given, (which the Enemy knew of the next mo- 
ment it was agreed, for the Attacque was not to be made till Five in the After. 
noon ; in the mean time, the Souldiers on the other fide would upbraid ours, fay- 
ing, You Rogues, Why don't you come with your Guinea's aprece * We'll ſell you Wine for 
it): The Grenadiers being deracht, great part of our Infantry was marcht round 
a Hill under covert, from the Enemies fight, to the the Ford, ready to ſapport the 
Grenadicrs ; and our Battery ſupplied with all Necelſlaries, all our Works next 
the Enemy lined with Small Shot, which were done without diſcovery ; the hour 
appointed was half an hour palt Five, the Signal was. the Ringing of the Bell, and 
the Word, King William, Before I bring them to Action, I mult tell you, that on 
this day, being the 3oth of June, St. Ruth was gone two or three Miles from Ath- 
lone, with ſome of the General Officers, to divert themſelves wich ſome Ladies, 
being ſatisfied, that Men of Sence would never attempt Storming, when ſuch an 
Army lay to ſupport it; and being thus ſecure, his Heart was turned to ſoft plea- 
ſires, and left only Major-General Maxwell in the Town that day. The hour 
being come, Mackay having the Charge, and Taimarſh Voluntier with him, the 
Bell rung, upon which the Enemy were amazed, but at length laught at us, cal- 
ling tous thus : You Dogs ; What are you going to bury your Dead? or are yeu going to 
Maſi : but Maxwell ſoon perceived their Ruine ; for at the moinent our Grena- 
diers took the River, our Great and Small Guns fired fo prodigiouſly faft, that the 
Enemy concladed the World was at an end ; under this Noiſe and Smoak onr 
Grenadiers got over, (but one of them ſhot in the paſlage) they immediately en- 
tered the Works, and poſſſt themſelves of the Town, with fo little oppoſition, 
rhar in the whole Action there was not more then fourteen or fifteen killed, and 
about ewenty wounded, moſt of which will recover ; and thoſe poor Devils 
found in the Town were fuch deſpicable Creatures, that our Common Souldiers 
{corned to kill them: che whole Action was performed in twenty minutes of time, 
a thing ſo wonderful, ſo amazing and lurpriſing, that we could not ſuddenly ler 
in bliet of the reality thereof ; the Generals hugg'd each other, and ſpoke Praiſes 
of the Men in Tears of Joy, Baron Ginkel ſaying, They were Men inſpired with Cou- 
rage ; and would always admire the Bravery of the Engliſh. Maxwell at the firlt 
ſent to Sr. Ruth for Succour, but he would not believe the Meſſage, till-a ſecond 
or third came; bur the Town was ours before any of their Forces appeared, 
which was ſome Horſe at a diſtance, but ſoon return'd, and the whole Army de- 
camp'd with precipicance. Maxwell, and ſome Officers were took ; he goes to 
Dublin this day, the reſt are Priſoners ; the whole Town is a heap of rubbiſh, not 
one Houſe left ſtanding, and the Caſtle all in Ruins ; their Streets are full of 
Dead ; *tis believed we killed about 1000 Men in the time we were battering, the 
laſt Storm TR Gun fired ping ſhot. I dined _ — who eras chat 
our Guns had terrified rhe I, that we might ex ictle oppoſicion from an 

Towns, for he was fure, that fuch a Ti op to be wy nk Wh 
now repairing the Fortifications, to put it in a Condition of Defence when we 
rn which will be to morrow, as 1 (aid ; and as we remove you ſhall have an 
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LONDON: Printed for John Smith, in Fleee-ſtreet. 1 6 9 1. 
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